captive mind of'the intellectual extends the discomfort
and hardship of his conditions of life to the whole world
and the outcome of his objective experience of life is philo-
sophical pessimism, practical scepticism and similar mental
distortions. We know that the home of pessimism is the
East, especially India, where the caste system of society
has been carried to fanatical lengths.
The reality of class society restricts the free growth
of the individuality, and the individuality therefore seeks
position and repose beyond reality. In god, for example.
The toiling folk, in their search for an explanation of the
beneficent or baleful manifestations of the elemental
forces of nature, incarnated them, in their splendid pagan
manner, in the images of beings resembling humans btit
more powerful than any human. The people endowed their
gods with all their own virtues and vices. The gods of Olym-
pus and Asgard are magnified humans. Vulcan and Thor are
smiths, similar to any ordinary smith, only stronger and
more skilful. The religious creations of the working people
are simply art creations; there is nothing mystical aboiit
them, they are fully realistic and undivorced from actuality;
they definitely reveal the influence of labour activity,
and, essentially, their purpose is to encourage labour. In
the poetic creations of the people one observes a conscious-
ness of the fact that, when all is said and done, reality
is created, not by gods but by the labour energy of man.
The people are pagan. Even i,joo years after Christianity
' became the state religion, the gods, as the peasant con-
ceives them, are still the ancient gods: Christ, the Madonna,
the saints walk the earth and1 interfere in the working
life of the people just as did the gods of the ancient Greeks
and Scandinavians.
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